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The largest Derby crowd was 165,307 in 2012.

Art Sherman, 77, conditions California Chrome and
became the oldest trainer to win a Kentucky Derby
winner. Charlie Whittingham was 76 when Sunday
Silence won the 1989 Kentucky Derby.
The “most exciting two minutes in sports” began
with Uncle Sigh surging to the lead early and setting the pace with Chitu. Chrome broke from the
gates without notable trouble and Espinoza kept
the California-bred horse just behind those early
leaders.

in my entire career,” Espinoza, who won the Kentucky Derby and Preakness in 2002 on War Emblem, told NBC’s on-horse reporter Donna Brothers
on the track after his winning ride. “It’s an awesome feeling and when I work hard, everything
comes along.” “I think we get along together very
well,” Espinoza, who won his first Derby in 2002
with War Emblem, told NBC after the race. “He’s
just an impressive horse, an amazing horse.”
California Chrome joins four other California-bred
horses who have won the sport’s most prestigious
race. Previously, the last California-bred horse to
win the Derby was Decidedly in 1962, and only
three have accomplished the feat.

Favored Horse CALIFORNIA
CHROME Takes Home the 140th
Annual Kentucky Derby!

Images and Materials Courtesy of www.KentuckyDerby.com

Steven Coburn and Perry Martin’s favored California Chrome,
ridden by Victor Espinoza, took command at the head of the
stretch en route to a 1 3/4-length victory over Commanding
Curve to win the 140th running of the $2,202,800 Kentucky
Derby Presented by Yum! Brands (Grade I).

A sun-splashed crowd of 164,906, the second-largest attendance in Kentucky Derby history, watched California Chrome
give jockey Victor Espinoza a second Derby victory to go with
his triumph on War Emblem in 2002.
International Horse Racing Digest

As the field of three-year-old horses came into the
top of the final stretch, California Chrome broke
away. Accelerating into the final furlong, Chrome
built a lead as great as five lengths before the margin was closed somewhat before the finish line.

Commanding Curve finished in second place, 1 3/4
lengths behind, with Danza following in third place.
It was another 2 ¾ lengths back to Wicked Strong
in fourth and Samraat finished fifth. Following
them were Dance With Fate, Ride On Curlin, Medal
Count, Chitu, We Miss Artie, General a Rod, Intense
Holiday, Candy Boy, Uncle Sigh, Tapiture, Harry’s
Holiday, Vinceremos, Wildcat Red and Vicar’s in
Trouble.
California Chrome covered the 1 ¼ miles on a fast
main track in 2:03.66.

“I never dreamt of winning two Kentucky Derbies

He is a son of Lucky Pulpit out of the Not For Love
mare Love the Chase.
The victory was worth $1,442,800 and increased
California Chrome’s earnings to $2,577,650 with a
record of 11-7-1-0.

California Chrome paid $7, $5.60 and $4.20. Commanding Curve, ridden by Shaun Bridgmohan, paid
$31.80 and $15.40 with Danza, ridden by Joe Bravo,
finishing 1 ¼ lengths behind Commanding Curve in
third and returning $6 to show.
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“This horse gives you options. He has the
speed to be in front, but he doesn’t have to be.
He’s just a really cool horse.”
ers were doing, but he held his position. I saw that
the fractions weren’t that fast -- :47 (1/5) for the
half isn’t fast for this horse -- and I saw Victor had a
good spot and hadn’t let him run at all yet, so I was
happy.”
Sherman was asked if he had other concerns about
the son of Lucky Pulpit and a possible run toward
the Triple Crown.
“I try to take these races one at a time,” he said.
“But I’m always concerned about my horses. You
know how fragile they are, so you’ve got to be concerned. It’s just how they are.

Art Sherman

California Chrome’s Dedicated Trainer
Materials Courtesy of www.KentuckyDerby.com

Steven Coburn and Perry Martin’s homebred Cali-

fornia Chrome carved his name in the history books
Saturday afternoon at Churchill Downs, earning
himself the right to sleep in until 6 a.m. (EDT) Sunday morning in Barn 20 at Churchill Downs.
“He’s fine,” Art Sherman, the newest oldest trainer
at age 77 to win a Kentucky Derby, reported to an
early-bird gathering of media types Sunday at the
barn.

“He left just a handful of grain in his tub last night,
but that’s all. His appetite was good. He got a little
tired, but not too bad. (Jockey) Victor (Espinoza)
told me yesterday that he did get a bit tired on
him at the end; that he eased him a bit that last 70
yards. He said he didn’t ask him for too much thinking about saving something for the next one, for the
Preakness.”

Espinoza began to draw clear from his 18 rivals inside the quarter-pole, but mostly kept busy aboard
his mount through the lane. He popped California
Chrome three times on the flank, but mostly just
waved his whip alongside his head to give him encouragement. His final winning margin was 1 3/4
lengths.
Sherman was asked if he was concerned at any
point during California Chrome's winning Derby
run.

"Not really," he said. "When Victor broke clear and
got a good position, I knew we were good. (Espinoza) told me after he had some thoughts about
sending him away from there to avoid any trouble,
but that he liked his position. He didn't want to
get forced down on the rail and he was looking
around from side to side to see what the other rid-
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“But I’m really happy for this horse and what he did
yesterday. I know there was talk here that he wasn’t
really a good horse, that he was only a ‘California’
horse. I knew he was a really good horse, but now
everyone else does, too. He beat good horses in
good style and there’s no denying that now.
“He’s peaking now. He’s full of himself. And the
nice thing about him is that you can do anything
you want with him. Victor said that when he won
the Derby with War Emblem (in 2002) he knew he
was only a one-dimensional horse -- he had to go to
the front. This horse gives you options. He has the
speed to be in front, but he doesn’t have to be. He’s
just a really cool horse.

California Monday morning. His son and assistant
trainer, Alan Sherman, would stay on with California Chrome.

"I heard it erupted at Santa Anita and Los Alamitos
when he won yesterday," Sherman said. "I was told
they went bananas. I'm glad for everyone in California. He's a rock star."
Sherman said the 139th running of the Preakness
on May 17 at Pimlico was the next goal for California Chrome.

Sherman confirmed his plans to run the gleaming
chestnut in the middle jewel of the Triple Crown
during a Sunday morning phone call with Maryland
Jockey Club President Tom Chuckas and two other
Preakness officials. Pimlico officials traditionally
call the winner of the Kentucky Derby to extend a
formal invitation to come to Baltimore.
"He came out of the race and looks really good,"
Sherman said. "I'm thinking we might keep him
here four or five days, then van him up there. We
could fly him, but we'll have to see."
Although he likes to give his horses plenty of time
between races, Sherman said he expects that California Chrome will be ready for the Preakness.

“He’s a double-tough little horse and I want to keep
him around. I think he’ll be a terrific four-year-old.”
The conditioner said he and his entourage had had
a late dinner at his hotel (The Brown) by way of
celebration and that it was about 12:45 a.m. when
he toddled off to bed. He said he got about four
hours sleep before he headed back to the racetrack
to check on his charge.
Sherman, who trains about 20 horses at his Los
Alamitos headquarters in Orange County, California, indicated he’d be headed back to Southern
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“Two weeks, I’ve never run him back that quick,”
Sherman said. “I’m not that kind of guy. I thought
even a month after the Santa Anita Derby to the
Kentucky Derby was kind of quick, but he seems to
respond and come back.”
Sherman has a connection
with another Californiabred Derby winner in
Swaps as that one’s exercise rider. That Hall of
Famer actually shipped
back to the Golden State
after the 1955 Run for the
Roses, skipping the rest of
the Triple Crown.
Times have changed,
though, and a Derby winner is very unlikely to miss
the second leg of the Triple
Crown for anything other
than injury or illness these
days.

“To be honest, I’m not real
comfortable with running
him back in two weeks, but
I know that’s what we’re
bound to do,” Sherman reiterated. “I don’t normally
run any kind of horse back
in two weeks, not even
lowly claimers. I’m more
the kind of guy who likes to
wait seven or eight weeks
between races. These
horses run hard and they
need time to recover.”

Sherman, who is based in California, said he has not
been to Maryland since he rode at the old Bowie
Race Course in 1959. Sherman indicated he rode a
few races at Laurel during his 23-year career as a
jockey, but has never been to Pimlico.
Though he set a record as
the oldest Derby-winning
trainer, Sherman, 77, is not
in contention to claim that
record in the Preakness.
"Sunny Jim" Fitzsimmons
was 82 when Bold Ruler
won in 1957.

Surrounded by the throng
of media Sunday, Sherman
grinned as he reflected
on California Chrome's
Derby victory, the first by a
California-bred horse since
Decidedly in 1962.

"It's pretty cool, I can tell
you," he said. "You wake
up in the morning and say,
'Hey, wait a minute, I just
won the Kentucky Derby.'
It's a dream come true for
me. I've been in the game
for so long. It's one of those
things that is very rare; I
never had the big stable or
the money people behind
me, just mom and pop
operations and people that
were always good friends.

Sherman plans to keep
California Chrome at
Churchill Downs and isn’t sure when and how his
charge will head up to Baltimore, though Preakness
officials are working with the horseman to get the
colt to Pimlico on May 12.
“Five days at Pimlico would be perfect for me,”
Sherman said. “That way I wouldn’t have to do
much with him. Just school him, stand him in the
gate and let him get familiarized with the surroundings.”

"I have a lot of partnerships in horses with different people, so it's a different ballgame for me. Beating all the big boys and
maybe they had their doubts that this horse wasn't
a runner -- you hear, 'Oh, he didn't look good on the
track' -- but when you run against him you find out.
He's the real McCoy, this one."
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Get to Know

California Chrome
The Beginnings of
a Kentucky Derby
Winner

Material Courtesy of www.KentuckyDerby.com
• Bay colt by Lucky Pulpit out of the Not
For Love mare Love The Chase. Foaled
Feb. 18, 2011.
• Won the Santa Anita Derby by 5 ½
lengths over Hoppertunity

• Won the San Felipe Stakes gate-to-wire
defeating Midnight Hawk by 7 ¼ lengths
• Earned $1,134,850 lifetime, out of 35
horses to enter the Kentucky Derby with
more than $1 million in earnings, only
one has won the Derby (Street Sense in
2007).
• Broke his maiden on May 17, 2013 on
the Cushion (synthetic) track at Hollywood Park; attempting to become only
fourth Kentucky Derby winner to have
broken his maiden over a synthetic surface.
• California Chrome is attempting to
become only the fourth California-bred,
Kentucky Derby winner in history and
the first since Decidedly in 1962.
• Total Points: 150; Ranked No. 1 on
Leaderboard

International Horse Racing Digest
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Ridden by Victor Espinoza

Owned by Steve and Carolyn Coburn and
Perry and Denise Martin
• Steve Coburn is a native of Arizona and served
two stints in the U.S. Army
• The Coburns reside in Gardenerville, NV, where
Steve works at JCP Enterprises and Carolyn works
in the medical field
• Perry Martin grew up in Chicago and fell in love
with racing at an early age
• The Martins live in Sacramento, CA where they
operate Martin Testing Laboratories
• The Martins first ownership came as a 5 percent
interest in a racehorse through a Blinkers On partnership
• Martin and Coburn bought the mare Love The
Chase from Blinkers On outright when the racing
partnership they were involved with was being dissolved upon her retirement.
• The two men then formed the partnership "DAP,"
for when they decided to purchase Love The Chase,
a groom walked by and said, "anyone who decides
to buy this horse is a dumbass." Hence the name
'Dumbass Partners."
• California Chrome is the first horse to race in the
"DAP" silks.

• Born on May 23, 1972 in Mexico City, Mexico
• Started jockey career in Mexico and won his first
race there in 1992.
• Began riding in the U.S. in 1993 in Southern California.
• Won his first and only Breeders’ Cup race in
2000 aboard Spain in the Breeders’ Cup Distaff for
Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas
• Won the 2002 Kentucky Derby and Preakness
Stakes on War Emblem for Hall of Fame trainer
Bob Baffert, but fell short of the Triple Crown in
the 2002 Belmont Stakes finishing eighth.
• Kentucky Derby record: 5-1-0-1

Trained by Art Sherman
• Born in Brooklyn, NY
• Moved to Southern California in 1953 and began working under trainer Rex Ellsworth, who is
known for campaigning 1955 Kentucky Derby winner Swaps
• Sherman became a jockey in 1957 and rode until
1980 when he took out his trainer’s license.
• Has won Grade I Stakes with four horses on the
West Coast: Siren Lure, Lang Field, Haimish Hy and
Ultra Bend before California Chrome
• Won his first $1 million race with California
Chrome in the Santa Anita Derby
• California Chrome is Sherman’s first Kentucky
Derby runner.
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“People will only bet if they believe that
everything is fair and above board, and
that all of the horses are going to get an
equal break every time.”

Black Caviar
Makbye Diva
and Frankel

The new design has proved beneficial to the industry.

...Their Unusual South Australian Connection
By Brett Williamson

This year’s Royal Ascot horse

racing legends Black Caviar and
Frankel, and even Melbourne
Cup triple winner Makybe Diva
all have one unusual link in
common: they have all passed
through starting barriers designed and built by a local design
company in Mount Barker, Steriline Racing.

The company began in the 1950s
with the construction of the first
set of moveable starting gates for
the Murray Bridge Race Club, and
has grown to supplying a variety
of horse racing infrastructure
to over 50 countries around the
world.

For Steriline Racing managing
director John Fargher, the leaps
in technology and occupational
health and safety requirements
have taken the race start from
something that used to be
achieved by the simple drop of a
flag or rope, to a piece of machinery that can sometimes represent millions of dollars in racing
revenue on a single start.
John said, "People will only bet
if they believe that everything is
fair and above board, and that all
of the horses are going to get an
equal break every time."
Such is the importance of the
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reliability and ease of use of the
gates.

The company recently redesigned
the entrance doors after a request by the Hong Kong Jockey
Club. Entrance gates were designed to fold back to around 45
degrees, offering a funnel shape
for the horse to be lead into. It
was a simple design change that
was hoped to reduce any injuries that may be made to horses
whilst placing them in the stalls,
but more importantly, reduce
the number of scratchings at the
beginning of a race from horses
not being able to enter the gates
on time.

“If a horse is scratched at the start of a race, the
betting administration has to pay back that bet to
the punter, so there is an economic cost in having
troubles at the starting gate, “ said John. “It’s cut
down the scratchings or issues at the barriers in
Hong Kong by about 75 per cent.”

With markets ranging from Europe to the Middle
East utilizing this same infrastructure, the 17 locally employed staff have to customize the equipment to operate in temperatures ranging from over
40 degrees heat to colder than 20 degrees below
freezing.
Designers also have to take into account the overall
weight and maneuverability of the stalls, to ensure
the gates are not still across the track if the field
makes more than one pass, and the equipment does
not damage or divot the racetrack on moving.

John listed his greatest challenge to date designing
a 25-bay, one piece starting barrier for the 2010
Melbourne Cup in Flemington. It was the 150th anniversary of the race, viewed by racing fans around
the world. “It hadn’t been in for very long before
the Melbourne Cup, so there hadn’t been a lot of
testing and we were extremely nervous,” John said.
“On Melbourne Cup Day, where there are several
billion people watching the race, I’m more worried
about the start of the race than I am the finish of the
race,” John continues with a laugh.

The Black Caviar and Frankel Connection

With comparisons being made across the world as
to which would be the better horse following Black
Caviar and Frankel’s performances at Royal Ascot,
John had found a quirky similarity. The English
superstar Frankel, to date, had only started through
the South Australian built gates.

With a cheeky smile John dismisses the suggestion
that if it wasn’t for Australia, Frankel may not have
had such great starts. “We’d like to think we could
say that,” John chuckles.

Either way, with both horses racing through the locally built gates, John’s crew are happy to have even
the slightest association with their amazing performances.

With horse racing continuing to expand, with development in Africa and Eastern Europe, and the
possibility of mainland betting in China, John thinks
the local team will continue to play their part in racing results around the world from their industrial
sheds at Mount Barker. BW

Racing in New Zealand

THOROUGHBRED
RACING in

New Zealand

By Ken Schneider

If you asked the average
person in the street what
they know about New Zealand, you would probably
get one of two answers.
The first might be - “isn’t
that where the hobbits
live?” - in reference to the
Lord Of the Rings trilogy
and new Hobbit movie productions brought to life by
acclaimed New Zealand
director Sir Peter Jackson.

New Zealand Racing Legend
Sir Tristram

The second is most likely to refer to a description of

beautiful beaches, rolling hills and mountains with snowcapped peaks, fresh bubbling rivers and streams, a rugby
team called the All Blacks and kiwis - the native flightless
bird unique to New Zealand and the term for which the
locals are colloquially referred. New Zealanders also use
as slang to describe local residents.

Of course you might also occasionally hear - “isn’t that
somewhere in Australia” - which, if directed to any patriotic kiwi, could result in a swift rebuke followed by a
detailed lecture on both the geographical and cultural differences of both countries.

Initially populated by Polynesian Maori explorers in the
early 1300’s, New Zealand was colonized by European
settlers from 1769 onwards and quickly became known as
a land of beguiling beauty although somewhat isolated in
the depths of the Southern Pacific region.
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New Zealand‘s primary industries, most notably dairy, sheep and beef farming, have paved the way for a
solid economic infrastructure that has diversified in recent decades through industries such as tourism,
wine production, fishing and adventure sports to compete successfully on a global scale.
With farming playing such a major role in the national economy it’s not surprising that breeding and racing thoroughbreds is also one of New Zealand’s major industries.

Some Interesting NZ Facts:
•
There are just over 4.2million people living in New Zealand however there are also 40million
sheep here as well
•
New Zealand produces over 50% of all sheep-meat exports in the world
•
Tourism supplies more than 10% of jobs in New Zealand
•
For every person living in New Zealand we produce 100kg of butter and 65kg of cheese per annum
•
At 41.20 South, Wellington City is the southernmost capital city in the world
•
The most popular sports are Rugby, Golf, Netball, Football, Cricket and of course Horse Racing.
Breeding

New Zealand Thoroughbred Sales & Export Statistics 1995-2011

•
Other new international entrants include
and more than 130 stakes winners during his stud
Echoes of Heaven, an Encosta de Lago half-brother career. Upon his death, his son Zabeel assumed the
to Redoute’s Choice and Zacinto, a European Group number one mantle at the stud and has more than
2 winning son of Dansili from a strong Juddmonte matched his father’s achievements. Zabeel has been
family.
champion sire of Australasia (combined Australia/
•
2011 New Zealand Horse of the Year Jimmy NZ earnings) on 15 occasions including 13 in succession. He has sired 42 individual Group One winners
Choux is a further addition to the residents ranks
whilst completing the new entrants roll are Nadeem, and over 140 individual stakes winners and is now
making his mark as a leading damsire with twenty
a son of Redoute’s Choice; Bullbars, a son of Elusive Quality and half-brother to Group One winner two individual Group One winners.
Helmet and Group 3 winning sprinter Dalghar, a
half-brother to proven sire Dalakhani and high-class With the introduction of Northern Hemisphere
shuttle stallions that serve consecutive breeding searacehorse Daylami.
sons in both the North and Southern Hemispheres,
Many of New Zealand’s commercial stud farms have the international demand for New Zealand matings
well-established international reputations through has increased markedly.
the performance of the horses they produce, none
Owners and Trainers throughout Asia and Australmore so than Cambridge Stud and its owner, Sir
Patrick Hogan. The stud is best known through the asia have long known the quality of New Zealand’s
deeds of two stallions that have made their mark on breeding industry. The success of Little Bridge and
globe-trotting star So You Think at Royal Ascot in
the international racing scene.
England in June further underlines the truly international quality product the Kiwis continue to produce.
Sir Tristram became champion sire of Australia
and New Zealand on a record nine occasions and
New Zealand bred horses have been the dominant
went on to sire 46 individual Group One winners

Owners and Trainers throughout
Asia and Australasia have long
known the quality of New Zealand’s
breeding industry.

Below: New Zealand racing champion Zabeel

New Zealand’s stallion stocks are enjoying a renaissance period, with a host of proven stallions supported
by the up-and-comers as well as new additions to the ranks, in an ultra-competitive market place.
With the current 2012 breeding season drawing to a close a quick précis of the stallion scene shows the
variety of choice available to broodmare owners:

•
New Zealand based Pins, Falkirk, O’Reilly and Keeper all figure in the top 10 stallions whose progeny are racing in Hong Kong. This quartet are joined by the likes of Zabeel, Thorn Park, Pentire, Captain
Rio, Stravinsky, Postponed, Savabeel, Darci Brahma and Faltaat as proven quality sires based in New Zealand.
•
Joining the New Zealand stallion ranks this year are high profile English and Irish Derby winners
Pour Moi and Cape Blanco along with Juddmonte galloper Redwood, a son of High Chaparral who won the
Gr. 1 Northern Dancer Stakes.
International Horse Racing Digest
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Racing in New Zealand
force in Hong Kong, winning
nearly 40% of all races in the
most recent season and providing more stakes winners than
any other nation. Amongst those
stakes winners were 2012 Hong
Kong Derby hero Fay Fay (the
sixth NZ Bred in the space of 9
years to win the Classic), twotime Horse of the Year Ambitious
Dragon and star sprinter Little
Bridge.
New Zealand’s major export
market is Australia, where New
Zealand bred horses win 23% of
all Group One races and supply
5% of the horse population.

With all-year-round grazing on
lush, fertile pasture, New Zealand
is a cost effective place to breed
and raise young thoroughbreds,
with several international investors electing to base their mares
in New Zealand.
Racing
New Zealand boasts a unique
range of racecourses, with 51
courses scattered throughout the
country, operated by 63 racing
clubs. These vary from the internationally acclaimed Auckland
Racing Club’s Ellerslie Racecourse, to provincial once-a-year
courses such as Kumara that are
very much part of the country’s
rich heritage.

New Zealand races all year
round, usually 5-6 days a week
with in excess of 3,000 races run
each year. The spring and summer periods hold the majority of
the country’s prestigious meetings including the highly successful Christchurch and Auckland
Cup Week Carnivals.

A vibrant jumps racing scene is
also evident during the months
of May-September which complements the winter flat racing
season. is also evident during the
months of May-September which
complements the winter flat racing season.
Some of the key statistics of
thoroughbred racing in New Zealand include (for the 2011-2012
season):

•
350 race-meetings run
•
3061 races run
•
32,245 total race starts
from 5610 individual starters
•
$47.4m in prize-money
paid
•
Average field size of 10.7
starters per flat race

New Zealand’s racing and handicapping system is based on an
individual rating scale and is
modeled closely on the Australian system whereby a horse’s
rating fluctuates depending on its
most recent performance. Races
are then programmed to encourage maximum participation from
horses in each rating band along
with a clearly defined pattern of
stakes races.
Prize-money levels in New Zealand are one of the Industry’s
greatest concerns, although this
is not a problem unique to New
Zealand. Currently minimum
prize-money levels are set based
on the handicap rating bands and
the status of the meeting with
an emphasis on differentiating
between weekend and midweek
racing.
Wagering is conducted by the
New Zealand Racing Board via
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its TAB brand in a quasi-monopolistic manner. The New Zealand
Tab operates both a pari-mutuel
totalisator system as well as fixed
price win and place wagering
on all domestic races as well as
selected international events.
Total annual wagering turnover
(including sports betting) is in
excess of $1.6billion.

The Racing Board operates under
an act of Parliament and provides
a guaranteed return to each of
the three racing codes in New
Zealand (Thoroughbred, Standardbred and Greyhound). In
2012 the Thoroughbred Industry
received $70million in distributions from the Board to cover
prize-money payments and other
expenses associated with running the sport.

New Zealand owners and trainers regularly campaign their
horses in Australia where the
prize money is particularly lucrative, taking advantage of the
low cost base that New Zealand
provides. A top New Zealand
trainer would charge around $60
a day, with the Australian equivalent approximately double, after
factoring in that the Australian
dollar is approximately 30 percent stronger.

New Zealand races all year round,
usually 5-6 days
a week with in excess of 3,000 races
run each year.

Current Minimum Prize Money Levels Are:

Sales
The first National Yearling Sale was held in January As well as the National Yearling Sales Series, New
1927 and since then the sale of New Zealand thor- Zealand Bloodstock conducts a number of successoughbreds has attracted buyers from around the
ful thoroughbred auctions each year offering a range
globe. New Zealand Bloodstock is the principal thor- of quality stock including Ready to Run Two-Yearoughbred auction house in New Zealand, with the Olds, tried and untried racehorses, broodmares and
majority of sales conducted at the company’s world- weanlings.
class Karaka Sales Complex, situated to the south of
Auckland. In late January each year, approximately Additionally there are numerous opportunities to
1500 yearlings go under the hammer at the National purchase horses privately, with New Zealand owners
Yearling Sales, attracting international buyers, many and breeders accustomed to selling much of their
of whom return each year due to the quality and suc-premium stock and are open to offers.
cess of their purchases.
The sale is split into three separate tiers – Premier,
Select and Festival - with international buyers focusing their attention mainly around the Premier session each year.

The top price for a yearling sold in New Zealand was
set in 2000 where a colt by Zabeel out of Diamond
Lover from the Cambridge Stud draft went to a final
bid of NZ$3.6million. Named Don Eduardo he went
on to capture the Group 1 AJC Derby in Sydney before returning to a stud career in New Zealand.

New Zealand National Yearling Sales – Premier Session
(Figures in NZD$)
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Group 1 Royal Ascot Kings Stand Stakes.

OCEAN PARK – Became just the sixth horse in Australasian racing history to win four Group 1 races
in a row with victory in the 2012 WS Cox Plate – a
race recognized as the weight-for-age championship of the Southern Hemisphere.

Performance

The strength and vitality of the New Zealand Racing and Breeding Industry is sustained by the
performance of New Zealand bred horses internationally each year. Australia has long been the
proving ground for any horse carrying the (NZ) tag
however due to the globalization of world racing,
jurisdictions such as Hong Kong, Singapore, Macau,
South Africa and the United Kingdom now feature a
predominance of New Zealand bred horses winning
major races.
Some of New Zealand’s recent performers to
proudly carry the (NZ) moniker on a global stage
include:

SO YOU THINK – Purchased at the 2008 New Zealand Bloodstock Premier Yearling sale by legendary Australian trainer Bart Cummings, the son of
Epsom Derby winner High Chaparral won back to
back WS Cox Plates in Australia before being sold to
Coolmore Stud and shipped to the Irish stables of
Aidan O’Brien in 2010.
He won 10 Group One races in a 23 start career
including the Tattersalls Gold Cup at The Curragh in
2011 and 2012. He is now retired to stud in Australia.
AMBITIOUS DRAGON – The son of Pins has scored
consecutive Hong Kong Horse of the Year titles in
2011 and 2012 and is rated one of the best to have
raced in the region. He has won 11 of 22 races and
over HK$41m in prize money with 4 Hong Kong
Group 1 successes including the 2011 Hong Kong
Derby and the 2012 Hong Kong Gold Cup.

LITTLE BRIDGE – This phenomenal sprinting talent
won his first 5 races in a row in Hong Kong. In April
2012 he won consecutive stakes races before travelling to the United Kingdom and stunning a world
racing audience with victory over 21 rivals in the

MUFHASA – Voted New Zealand Horse of the Year
in 2009 and again in 2012, the son of Pentire has
won a remarkable nine Group 1 races in New Zealand and Australia from a 54 race career.
The strength and durability of the New Zealand
thoroughbred is best demonstrated via the platform of Australasia’s biggest and most well-known
race – the Melbourne Cup. The iconic two mile
handicap attracts an international field and worldwide audience on the first Tuesday in November
each year and is a race that has been dominated by
New Zealand bred’s with 28 of the last 50 won by
horses with (NZ) next to their name.

•New Zealand Thoroughbred Breeders Association – the
recognized industry body for all breeders and breeding
associated activities dedicated to encouraging, promoting and advancing all matters pertaining to the production and improvement of the Thoroughbred and the
interests of Thoroughbred breeders (www.nzthoroughbred.co.nz)
•New Zealand Thoroughbred Marketing - established to
communicate and actively market the attributes of the
New Zealand thoroughbred industry to both domestic
and international markets (www.nztm.co.nz).
•New Zealand Racing Board – the wagering arm of the
New Zealand racing industry (www.tab.co.nz) KS

A statue in Timaru, New Zealand of legendary Phar Lap

Find out more about New Zealand Racing

A number of organizations exist in New Zealand
that can provide helpful information on all facets of
the thoroughbred racing and breeding industry:
•New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing – the overall
governing body that is responsible for presenting
the thoroughbred racing product to the nation. It
represents the interests of the industry stakeholders whilst providing equine training and education
opportunities along with fostering interest and
participation in the industry (www.nzracing.co.nz)
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Suffice to say that works by Armando Delgado have
been displayed in The White House, have been featured on television, have toured the USA on exhibition, have been used on stamps by the US Postal
Service and are sought after by collectors across
the globe. Armando has never lost his enquiring
mind and comments, “I won’t say no to any project,
if it involves something I don’t know about, then I’ll
learn it”. He tells all young people, especially young
artists, “to keep their minds open”. His motivation
for such achievement - the horse.

Armando Delgado: Painter of Legends

By Richard Henley

A native of San Francisco, and now residing in San Jose California with wife Charisse, in-

ternationally renowned American sports artist Armando Delgado has always aspired to be
versatile; in his own words,’’ Even as a kid, I wanted to be a Renaissance Man.” The dictionary definition is “a modern scholar who is in a position to acquire more than superficial
knowledge about many different interests”. Armando has certainly met these criteria, to
the point that his skills in the fields of window painting, studio backdrop design, sculpture,
murals, and computer graphics are not even touched on here. Neither is there space to
catalogue his commissions from well-known personalities and organizations, nor to relate
his personal relationships and experiences with some of the greatest icons in international
sports. >>
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At age fourteen Armando had already been recognized as a talented
young artist. Encouraged by his parents,
and schooled in portraits and landscapes
during evening and
weekend classes by
his seventh grade art
tutor, he would quickly sketch horses while
watching Westerns on
television. He considered, for a while,
that he would concentrate on Western Art.
While exhibiting an
early painting of two horses on a hill, he was taken
aside by a gentleman who had studied the piece
and asked if he would mind “a little constructive
criticism”. Armando was informed that the muscles
weren’t quite right and that “if you study the horse,
you can paint the horse and if you can paint the
horse, you can paint anything”. Armando relates
spending three weeks as a guest of this prominent
horse rancher and established art patron, having
to do little but study the anatomy of his favourite
subject. “And after that”, he says ”my commissions
began”.
One afternoon, at age eighteen, Armando found
himself at the perfect site and situation to motivate
an artist with an interest in sport and horses, the
finish line at Bay Meadows. You can still hear the
excitement in his voice when he describes his first
experience watching that wonderful combination
of equine and human athlete, resplendent in color
and glorious in motion, thundering across the line.

To put it simply, he says, “I was really hooked”.

Armando has since painted many of the great
Thoroughbreds, and in doing so has been at many
famous finish lines often in the company of famous
people. Who among us would not have enjoyed the
experience of being invited to the jockeys’ room
by Bill Shoemaker? And then to find him playing
cards with Joe DiMaggio. Both of these icons commissioned works and later Joe took “The Shoe” and
Armando to Las Vegas to watch a George Foreman
boxing contest, this leading to a personal introduction to 'Big George' and a whole series of boxing works - but that's
another story in itself.
To Armando, his most
memorable finish is being on the line at Golden
Gate when 'John Henry
‘with Chris McCarron aboard, seemingly
without effort passed
the field and broke the
Track Record. He holds
the record to this day. A
close second would be
the image of 'The Shoe'
raising his arm, when, as
a supposedly “over the
hill” jockey, he brought “Ferdinand” home to victory
at 14/1 in the Kentucky Derby of 1986. Both events
led to famous Delgado paintings.

“I won’t say no
to any project.
If it involves
something I
don’t know
about, then I’ll
learn it”.
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More recently Armando was with Jerry Moss on the
finish line at Hollywood Park when ‘Zenyatta’ broke
that track’s record in The Lady’s Secret Stakes. He
had evidently been on the same finish line years earlier when ‘Seattle Slew’ lost his first race. ‘Zenyatta’
was so far behind at the turn that the Press Corps
surrounding them were all commenting on her first
loss, to the point, that going into the final turn Armando closed his eyes for fear of seeing a repeat of
the ‘Seattle Slew’ performance. As he simply relates
it, “The roar of the crowd made me open my eyes,
she won by a length and a half and I had the great
privilege of being in the winners circle with her”.
Needless to say Armando has now captured ‘The
Queen’ and his painting will be auctioned at Del Mar
this summer in aid of ‘After the Finish Line’ horse
retirement.
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Who among us
would not have enjoyed the experience
of being invited to
the jockeys’ room by
Bill Shoemaker?

Armando himself describes his horse works in a
manner that we can all understand, “I want to capture the moment in every race that causes fans and
bettors to hold their breath for a few seconds”

Like us all, Armando looks forward to a Triple Crown
winner, ”especially as we have come so close in
recent years”. We asked how he would depict the
next champion, and with a laugh he replied, “I have
had my paints ready for a long time now. I think on
a pedestal, myself in the background with arms in
the air, and there would have to be some champagne
corks in there somewhere”. Should you be interested
in spending a pleasant and relaxing hour, go to the
website below, and then you will be bound to agree
that Armando Delgado truly is a “Renaissance Man”.
You can view Armando Delgado art across a wide
range of sports, and see available prints, by visiting
the artist’s website at www.painteroflegends.com.
Enquiries on commissioning the artist can be sent to
painteroflegends@hotmail.com. RH
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Ruffian:

A Racetrack
Romance
By William Nack, ESPN books, 2007
Review by Bill Heller

After his serendipitous entrance into racing jour-

nalism – precipitated by his recital of every Kentucky Derby winner while standing on a desk at a
Newsday Christmas party – William Nack had the
immediate blessing of covering two Thoroughbred
immortals, Secretariat and Ruffian

We were blessed, too. Their brilliance on a racetrack is mirrored by Nack’s brilliance on a typewriter/computer, documented by his seven Eclipse
Awards during his career at Newsday, the Thoroughbred Record and Sports Illustrated.

Nack’s book on Secretariat was a classic. His new
offering on Ruffian, released in conjunction with
the Ruffian movie which he consulted on, is a
personal masterpiece as he deftly weaves his own
life, emotions and vulnerability through the saga of
perhaps the greatest filly of all time.

... Nack fell hopelessly
in love the first time he
saw the beautiful black
filly in the paddock before her second career
start in the Fashion
Stakes.
His bittersweet voyage becomes ours. He thought
his was over, but he, like we, watched Barbaro in
last year’s Kentucky Derby and then in last year’s
Preakness. We saw his transformation from magnificent, undefeated Thoroughbred to a gruesome
reminder of the tragic possibilities when a thousand-pound animal travels 40 miles per hour on
legs so narrow you can reach your fingers around
them.
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Millions of viewers could turn away from Barbaro’s
breakdown by pressing the button on the remote,
but Nack was physically there, just as he was for
Ruffian’s. He could no more walk away than deny
the love of horses he’s carried since he mucked
stalls with his sister Dee in a Skokie, Illinois, riding
stable.

Initially resenting the notion that any Thoroughbred could intrude on Secretariat’s legacy just
months after he was retired to stud, Nack fell hopelessly in love the first time he saw the beautiful
black filly in the paddock before her second career
start in the Fashion Stakes. He called her “the Audrey Hepburn of her tribe.”

After the war, he’s just begun covering racing for

He wanted to see her do it again. She did, of course.
She won all of her 10 starts, including two Filly

He rubbed horses on the backstretches of Chicago’s
racetracks, went to the races with his dad and fell
in love with Damascus. He relived the memories
while serving in Vietnam, listening to audiotapes of
race calls sent by his mother. When he barely escaped Saigon before it fell, he left the tapes behind
and still muses about a Vietnamese officer finding
the tapes and trying to decipher them.

Watching Ruffian demolish her competition by
nearly seven lengths in the exact same record-tying
time for 5.5 furlongs, he knew this filly was special.
He resisted the temptation to proclaim her greatness, because he “had seen so many phenoms come
and go, so many coloured flares that exploded in a
hiss of smoke.”

FINDING
THE RIGHT
TRAINER
It Could Mean the
Difference Between
a Winner and an
Also-ran
By Chris E. Wittstruck

Newsday – quite a relief after writing about freshwater aquifiers and sewers for a Long Island newspaper – when a two-year-old named Secretariat
shipped into trainer Lucien Laurin’s barn at Belmont Park.

Two years later, Nack missed Ruffian’s two-yearold debut, but his buddy at Newsday, handicapper
and racing columnist John Pricci, filled him in on
Ruffian’s incredible performance as she aired by 15
lengths, equaling the Belmont track for 5.5 furlongs, 1:03.

Triple Crowns, before her July 6th match race with
1975 Kentucky Derby winner Foolish Pleasure. A
national television audience saw the infamous Sunday afternoon matching the two best three-yearolds in the country end in unimaginable horror.
Nack witnessed her breakdown, the unsuccessful
attempt to save her life and her burial in the Belmont Par infield. His grief is ours.
There are no guarantees when you fall in love, yet
we know, as he surely knows, that some people
never fall in love, never feel the passion and joy
and, yes, despair. BH
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The selection of a Thoroughbred
racehorse for purchase requires
research, skill and professional
help, besides the obvious need
for a good deal of luck. Whether
the animal is acquired via the
claim box, a winning auction bid
or a handshake, the sheer cost
of the transaction dictates that a
good, long look be taken before
the financial leap is made.
No doubt, the prospect of parting with a significant sum of
money is cause for hesitation by even the boldest of
owners. While this game is
all about having fun, there is
little pleasure in watching,
much less funding, a consistent and expensive loser.
Consequently, the decision
to buy a horse is always both
complex and daunting.
What about the selection
of the man or woman who
will be charged with the
responsibility of maximizing
your acquisition’s career?
Strangely, many folks in this
sport look to only a handful
of variables when deciding who will be the singular
point person responsible
for their horse’s success or
failure.

The wealth of information available about trainers makes it
easier to ferret out the conditioner for your horses than to select
the horses themselves; provided
the proper investigation is made.
Here are some unique things to
consider when looking for just
the right trainer.
What’s a trainer? Society’s worst

doctor received a four-year college degree, scraped through
medical school, passed challenging boards and did a residency.
In contrast, the making of a
license trainer requires only the
most rudimentary of ingredients.
Consider that New York’s licensing rules for the occupation of
assistant trainer require that the
individual work on a backstretch
or farm for three years, two of
which as a groom or exercise

rider, and pass a written and/or
oral and practical exam.

Twelve short months later, this
person qualifies to be a public
trainer. The lesson to be learned
is that the intellect, training,
study and experience of conditioners vary widely among these
licensed individuals.

The mere fact that the trainer has
a license is far from an imprima-
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tur as to his or her equine acumen. Just about anybody with a
few years of dubious experience
who can tighten a girth has what
it takes to get a trainer’s license;
what it takes to be a trainer is
another story.

Good trainers don’t have to be
rocket scientists. Still, highly successful journeymen trainers like
Todd Pletcher and Barclay Tagg
have college degrees in animal
science. John Kimmel is a
large animal veterinarian.
Up and coming New York
circuit trainer Leah Gyarmati
was a doctoral candidate in
theology.

While the school of hard
knocks has traditionally
produced some top trainers, the industry has become
quite sophisticated in recent
years. Knowledge of the
efficacy of medications and
supplements, testing protocols, therapeutic techniques,
disease prevention, stable
and transport issues, workers
compensation regulations, liability insurance and a myriad of other factors require
the 21st Century trainer to
possess an intellect that allows far more than merely
getting horses on the racetrack.
A bright, educated trainer is always an asset.
THE TURNSTILE TRAINER
Years of experience in the racing
game are no substitute for years
of experience as a trainer. Be
wary of the trainer who was recently among the ranks of jockey
agents at your track, or just
stopped being an exercise rider
to open a public stable.

While everybody starts somewhere, and it’s laudable to give
somebody new a try, quite often
the training attempt is but a
passing fancy between having the
books of journeyman jockeys or
necessitated due to temporary
physical or mental exhaustion
from the rut of riding multiple
mounts on a seven morning a
week schedule.

The neophyte conditioner’s commitment to his or her newfound
profession should be deeply explored. Why the move to trainer
now? Is equipment new or borrowed? Borrowed tack can easily
be returned. Does he employ his
own dedicated employees, or are
they borrowed as well? Just how
many owners does he or she have
without your business? Has this
individual made the leap into
(and out of) training before? Be
sure the individual is more concerned for your horse’s career
than for his own opportunity to
return to a past career. Ascertain
whether training is a career path
or merely a brief respite.

few gems. The truly adroit
conditioner is the one with only
a handful of horses who is holding her own at the track. She
wins with what little she’s given,
instead of winning just a little
while being given everything the
barn can hold.

Want a big time, nationallyranked trainer to get you to the
winner’s circle? Better check
thoroughly into the assistant at
the track where you’re stabled,
because that person is the one
who will be your trainer. Unless you have a quite precocious
Thoroughbred, a trainer with
hundreds of horses stabled at
different tracks is not going to
have much hands-on experience
with your horse, or make anything other than major decisions
concerning its care or welfare.
The busier the trainer, the better his win statistics, and the

Statistics don’t lie; or do they?
The old saying that there are
three types of lies: lies, damn lies
and statistics, rings quite true
in the area of horse racing. A
trainer who ranks in the middle
of the standings at a meet with
only handful of horses may not
be considered more than an average horseman.
Ponder, however, the bona fides
of the conditioner with three or
four times more wins, but with
barns full of horses at different
racing venues. Give anyone one
hundred horses to train and they
are bound to come up with a few
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Be wary of the trainer who was recently
among the ranks of
jockey agents at your
track, or just stopped
being an exercise rider
to open a public stable.
less time he has to improve
your investment. The bottom line is to decide whether
you want the top trainer at the
circuit, or a conditioner who
remembers your horse’s name,
personality and abilities off the
top of his head.

Apples fall close to their trees:
We breed the best to the best
and hope for the best. Why?
Because of the cliché that success breeds success. Just where
and from whom did your trainer come from? Did she spend
time on a large, nationally
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known breeding farm? Did he cut his teeth with a
Hall of Fame trainer?

There is no substitute for having a teacher who
is legendary in his or her field, and that is just as
true in the field of Thoroughbred training. If the
individual worked for a major outfit or a master of
the game for an appreciable period of time, he has
at the very least a base knowledge of how a highly
successful stable operation is managed and how
decisions are arrived at regarding critical issues.
Moreover, this individual possesses unique insight
regarding evaluation of the quality of support personnel such as grooms, hot walkers, exercise riders,
and other professionals such as vets, farriers and
feed suppliers.
If he worked for the best, he more than likely
worked with some of the best as well. The importance of hiring quality help can’t be overstated.
The disciple of a legend also will have established
a network of colleagues who operate on the same
high level. This “family” is a valuable resource that
can be utilized to help solve problems throughout
his career. While the traits and characteristics of
his former employer may not pass down in total,
a commitment to maintain the legend’s same high
standards would appear to bode well for any owner.

Selecting a trainer involves much more than statistical study and background investigation. Speaking with the prospective trainer is important. This
means speaking with the prospect; not to or at him.
Let the candidate do most of the talking.
Does this horseman possess the type of communication skills that will allow for intelligent and often
frank discussion later on in the relationship? Is
the trainer a know-it-all with whom you can’t get a
reasonable question in edgewise? Does the trainer
talk much at all?

The proverbial mushroom growing analogy is the
mantra of some conditioners when dealing owners;
“throw a lot of manure at ‘em and keep ‘em in the
dark!” If this trainer’s idea of communication with
owners is restricted to his sending of a monthly
bill, it’s better to find that out before the relationship is forged.
PHILOSOPHY
Methods and techniques vary among professionals.
It is clearly within the purview of the conditioner,
not the owner, to dictate training regimen and associated matters. Still, a window into this trainer’s
mode of operation should be opened well before
the horse is placed in his barn.

Therapeutics should be a topic discussed extensively. Is this a predominantly hay, oats and water
trainer, or are medication and supplements heavily
relied upon? How about the use of chiropractic,
acupuncture and other alternative therapies? Does
this trainer believe in giving his horses a breather
after some poor performances? What are the correct answers? Truthfully, there are none.
By asking the questions, you accomplish two
things. First, you are ensuring that your trainer’s
philosophy is generally in line with your own layman’s views on certain topics. Just as important,
you are learning up-front what to expect by way
of a regular invoice. For example, you might agree
with a trainer who believes horses benefit from
daily massage therapy. Now you know you’ll be
paying for that!

Keep in mind the questions that should be asked
are much different from, “Hey, do you think he can
go seven furlongs?”

The prospective trainer doesn’t yet have a clue
about your horse’s abilities, and should not be
expected to respond in any meaningful way. Decisions about your specific horse can only be made
on a day-to-day basis, and only after the halter has
been turned over to your trainer.

What you are trying to discover in your pre-hire
inquiries is how this person views the care and
training of racehorses within a few relevant frames
of reference. What he or she eventually thinks of
your horse will be a constant topic of discussion
soon enough.

MISCELLANEOUS
There are considerations going directly to your
horse’s well-being. For instance, why not obtain
permission to spend a morning or two in the barn?
Examine how personnel are supervised and how
they interact with each other during normal training hours. What is the care and cleanliness with
which the assistants, grooms and hot walkers
work? Does everybody know his or her respective
roles and duties? Are chores accomplished with
systematic precision, and with the least bit of stress
upon the animal?

Why not obtain
permission to
spend a morning
or two in the barn?
With meaningful personal observation of a horse
care facility, shortcomings can’t be explained away
or faked. The integrity of the operation will present, warts and all. In states where trainers are required to carry workers’ compensation insurance, a
yardstick for measuring the conduct of the stable is
the insured’s experience rating.

This rating is a direct indication of the frequency
and severity of accidents and injuries. If compensation premiums are high, what is being done to
run the operation more safely than before? If humans are being hurt, invariably there is something
wrong with the way they are handling the stable’s
equines. Former clients of the trainer are obviously
a fertile source of information, but avoid reliance
on the response of a single individual.
Losing does not always equate with poor abil-
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ability, know-how or business ethics. A disgruntled
person speaks more from emotion than logic and
reason. Take what you learn from one former connection and put it together with the opinions of
others; only then can you formulate an opinion of
your own.
What about the trainer’s day-rate? Well, what
about it? It’s the cumulating dollar figure you are
responsible for outside of special equipment, substances and procedures.

What does it say about a trainer’s skill? Virtually
nothing. Pick trainers by predominantly comparing monthly costs and you will invariably select
among either the cheapest or most expensive guys
or gals on the backstretch.
Such a criteria is reflective of what the trainer
wants and what the owner is willing to pay. It
speaks nothing of a trainer’s effectiveness at getting horses under the wire ahead of others. Yes,
you get what you pay for, but in this setting, what

you get is either an expensive or inexpensive trainer
– nothing more. If you like a trainer based upon your
research, study and observations, you should hire
the person provided you can afford the day rate. The
amount itself lacks any intrinsic value.
Buying a horse is the easiest accomplishment in
the world. The only required tool is a checkbook.
One should approach the purchase in the same way
a railroad crossing is approached: Stop, look and
listen. Find the trainer first. The horses will soon
follow. CW

Red Rum with renowned
trainer Ginger McCain

EDGAR PRADO
“I convinced myself that I can compete and I was confident in what I can
do on top of a horse. But the question
was, ‘Would I have the opportunity to
show it?’ You cannot show what kind
of abilities you have if you don’t have
the opportunity.”

ON AND OFF
THE TRACK
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By Bill Hiller

Edgar Prado’s final ascension to

the top of his profession began
with a deeply difficult career decision he made in the summer of
1999. That’s when he abandoned
his comfortable life in Maryland
for the possibilities only New
York can offer a top rider, even
one who had already led the nation in victories.
Prado’s personal ascension came
years earlier. For as skilled as he
is in the saddle on a thousandpound Thoroughbred traveling
nearly 40 miles an hour, Prado is
much more adept as a caring human being, one who has lived by
a simple belief. “I always believe
that if you do things from the
bottom of your heart, the man
upstairs can always watch that,”
Prado said. “That’s the best thing
to be.”

That faith was tested in 2006, his
thrill of winning his first Kentucky Derby bracketed by the
death of his mother four months
before the Derby and the agony
of Barbaro’s devastating breakdown in the Preakness Stakes
just two weeks after the Run for
the Roses. “The loss of his mother was tragic to him,” trainer John
Ward said. “He’s a great family
man.”
Prado survived and hammered
out a remarkable year, sweeping riding titles at the Belmont
Park Summer Meet, Saratoga and
the Belmont Fall Meet (when he
tied with Eibar Coa), a hat trick
which, combined with his first
Derby, a Breeders’ Cup victory on
Round Pond, eight other Grade
1 stakes wins and nearly $20
million in earnings, produced his
first Eclipse Award. Prado didn’t

attend those Eclipse Awards Dinner in Beverly Hills. He was with
his family in Peru for the oneyear anniversary of his mother’s
death.

Prado has never let awards define himself. He is about so much
more than winning awards.
“He always looks to take care of
the smaller person and the person who might not be as well off
as he is,” Ward said.

Maybe that was meant to be. Prado’s angular face is dominated by
his deep, sad eyes, as if he knows
of suffering others aren’t aware
of, or don’t care to acknowledge.
Sam Huff, the legendary New
York Giant linebacker who has
found a life after football with
Thoroughbreds as an owner,
breeder and weekly radio show
host, can testify to that.
Huff owned a great turf filly
named Bursting Forth, who captured the 1999 Grade 3 Bewitch
Stakes at Keeneland in track record time under Prado for trainer
Graham Morton. “Let me tell you
how classy Edgar is,” Huff said.
“There’s a Mexican kid, maybe
18 or 19, that got killed on the
backside in a car accident. Graham’s wife, Anita, was taking a
collection to send the body back
to Mexico. I would always give
extra money to the jockey when
I won a stakes race. He said, ‘Mr.
Huff, I appreciate what you do,
but would you please give the
money to Anita Motion to send
the body back to Mexico?’ I said,
‘That’s some special guy.’”

Thinking back about it at Saratoga, Prado remembers telling Huff,
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Prado has never let
awards define himself. He is about so
much more than
winning awards.
“He always looks
to take care of the
smaller person and
the person who
might not be as well
off as he is”.
“Make the check out to the kid.
He needs it more than I do.”
Prado, 46, was born into the business in Lima, Peru where his father was an assistant trainer, and
his brothers, Jorge and Anibal,
would also become jockeys. The
youngest of 11 children, Prado
would watch his father, Jose, go
the track at 4am each morning,
and his mom, Zenaida, work odd
jobs and take care of her enormous family. “She was an inspiration in my life,” Prado told Tom
Pedulla in a May 16th, 2006 story
in USA Today. “She really made
me the person that I am.”
Prado was 16 when he rode his
first winner in Peru, a horse
named Tatin, in October of 1983.
Less than three years later, after
becoming the leading rider in
Peru, Prado rode his first winner
in the United States, Single Love,
on June 1st, 1986, at Calder. He
had come to Florida as a contract
rider for trainer Manny Azpurua.
Eventually, Prado settled in
Maryland, and, with his wife Lilliana, raise their children, Edgar,
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Patricia and Louis, now 26, 19
and 18-years old respectively.
Prado built an incredibly successful career in Maryland,
winning his first two titles at
Pimlico and Laurel in 1990,
then leading the nation in victories three straight years.

so. Just like Prado, Hall of Famers
McCarron and Desormeaux were
based in Maryland when they
topped 500.

Prado led the country in victories again in 1998 with 470 and
would make it three straight
titles in 1999 with 402, despite
He became just the fourth rider leaving Maryland that summer
to ever top 500 victories when to pursue an unexpected opportunity in New York when trainer
he won 536 races in 1997.
Only Sandy Hawley (515 in
John Kimmel lost his main rider,
1973) Chris McCarron (546 in Richard Migliore, to injury just
1974) and Kent Desormeaux
before the Saratoga meet began.
It was a difficult decision for
(598 in 1989) had ever done

for Prado, “It was very hard to leave
a place that you average 400, 500
winners a year. I was doing very
well in Maryland at the time. I
was happy with my family. I was
happy with the place I was living. A
couple of times, the train had gone
by. I had the opportunity to come to
California. I had a chance to come
to New York. I didn’t take them. I
was getting older. I thought it was
a good time to give it a try. It was a
very hard decision to make, but at
the same time it was a great opportunity to take a step up in my career.
And I’m glad everything worked out
beautifully.”

He had no doubts about his ability to succeed at the toughest race
meeting in the country, if not the
world, Saratoga. “I convinced myself that I can compete and I was
confident in what I can do on top of
a horse,” he said. “But the question
was, ‘Would I have the opportunity
to show it?’ You cannot show what
kind of abilities you have if you don’t
have the opportunity.”
With Kimmel, he did. “I’m glad I met
John Kimmel,” Prado said. “I met
other trainers and they gave me an
opportunity. They gave me a shot.
Then I showed what I can do on the
track and I started building up my
business.”

Above: Painting of Prado on
Barbaro by Robert Clark,
www.artistrobertclark.com.

It didn’t take horsemen and fans at
Saratoga long to realize what Marylanders had learned years earlier:
Prado is a brilliant rider. He demonstrated that immediately at Saratoga, tapping into an extreme inside
bias that summer before most other
riders did. “I remember that in
1999,” Prado said eight years later.
“The rail was like gold.”

Right: Prado receiving Racing
Hall of Fame Award, 2008
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That fit perfectly into what Prado
had been doing anyway. “I’m a

“I rode for Bobby Klesaris and Joe Tamarro. Those
two guys told me in you want to make a difference,
you have to save the ground. You have to be inside.
I think I learned a lot from them. I try to apply it
every time I ride. Sometimes things don’t work
out my way, but I know it’s the shortest way home.
Sometimes you live by the sword, you die by the
sword. Sometimes you look wrong when you don’t
get through.”

Most times, he does. He finished his first Saratoga
meet with 36 winners, second only to Jerry Bailey’s
47.

A year later, Prado won his first New York title, capturing the 2000 Belmont Fall Championship Meet
with 38 victories.
Though he did not win a New York title in 2001,
he finished as New York’s second leading rider for
the year with 193 wins. One of his vintage rides
that year came at Saratoga aboard Flute in the
prestigious Grad 1 Alabama Stakes for Hall of Fame
trainer Bobby Frankel. Though the three-year-old
filly had not been racing on the lead in her races,
she broke first and took the mile-and-a-quarter
Alabama gate-to-wire. “Some horses come running
out of the gate and they do everything so easy, why
do you want to take anything away, especially if the
horse is telling you she wants to run?” Prado asked.
Prado said he rarely rode for Frankel until he
came to New York. “And then I started riding for
him,” Prado said. “Bobby never gives me too much
instruction when I go to the paddock. He says,
‘You’re on your own.’

As he walked Barbaro
back to the winner’s
circle after the Derby,
Prado, typically, kept
pointing attention to
his horse not to himself.
Asked why months later,
Prado said, “Because he
did more. I was a very
lucky passenger that day.
I was just able to keep
him out of trouble and go
along for the ride.”

“One thing about trying to win is to have the confidence to do what you want during the race,” Prado
continued. “That will make a lot of difference.
You’ll be set to make the right moves. You know he
wants to win as much as I want to win. Most of the
time, confidence comes from the barn. It comes
from the trainer. You’re already winning half the
race. The other half, you can work on.”
Despite having won three consecutive national
riding titles and achieving considerable success
in New York, Prado did not have a presence in the
Triple Crown or the Breeders’ Cup, racing’s most
visible and meaningful stages, until 2002. That’s
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when he rode 70-1 longshot Sarava for trainer
Kenny McPeek to a stunning upset of Kentucky
Derby and Preakness winner War Emblem in the
Belmont Stakes. Later that summer, Prado won the
first of his three Saratoga riding titles.
In 2004, Prado won the Belmont Stakes again, this
time on Birdstone, denying undefeated Kentucky
Derby and Preakness winner Smarty Jones the first
Triple Crown since Affirmed in 1978 and silencing
a crowd of more than 120,000, the largest to ever
attend a sporting event in New York State history.
After the wire, when he and Stewart Elliot, Smarty
Jones’s jockey, were pulling up their horses on the
backstretch, the first words out of Prado’s mouth
were, “I’m sorry.”

Prado on Diamond Stripes to win the Godolphin Mile 2008
Image Source: www.horseracing.about.com

who rode that afternoon at Saratoga to attend the
event, one benefitting their own fraternity. “That’s
what it’s all about; we have to help each other,”
Who else but Edgar Prado would have celebrated
Prado said. “The racing industry needs more supsuch a dramatic victory with a moment of deep
port from the jockeys, from a lot of other sources.
compassion for another?
Every little crumb helps, I think. If we can help
somebody else in need, why not? I’m in a situation
“I was rooting hard for him,” Prado said. “I was
that I can do that and I’m very glad to be able to do
rooting for a Triple Crown. Stewart Elliot is a friend it. Sometimes it doesn’t work out the way I want
and Mr. Servis (John, Smarty Jones’s trainer) is a
because of business or I’m working or I’m tired or
friend of mine, and the sport needed a hero. Unfor- whatever it is, but most of the time, if I’m available I
tunately, I was the man to beat him. I was glad that will definitely do it without thinking twice.”
I won the race, but I was disappointed that I was
beating a horse that a lot of the people had come
Later in 2005, Prado finally broke through in the
to the track to see become a Triple Crown winner.
Breeders’ cup at Belmont Park, winning the JuveBut it’s part of the business. We only get paid when nile Fillies with Folklore and the Sprint with Silver
we win a race. So we’ve got to get the money every Train. But in the very next race after winning the
time we can.”
Sprint, Prado was lucky to escape injury when his
Even so, Prado admired how Elliot handled his
bitter disappointment. “Stewart Elliot handled
himself very well, as a professional and as a human
being,” Prado said. “He didn’t point any fingers. He
didn’t blame anyone else, like some jockeys do. He
was very professional. He took it like a man. That’s
the way it should be.”
In 2005, Prado reached the pinnacle in New York,
finishing the year as the leading rider with 206
victories thanks to riding titles at Saratoga and Belmont Park in the Fall. After he won the final race
one Monday afternoon at Saratoga, saving ground
all the way to the hedge to win a turf race with
Love My Gal, Prado changed his clothes, rounded
up his family and raced to a fund-raiser for jockeys
on Saratoga Lake. He was one of just three jockeys

mount in the Mile, Funfair, broke down and was
later euthanized. It seems that Prado’s moments of
great triumph are frequently tinged with sadness.
Because he was with his family a year after his

Prado on Stormy’s Majesty to Win Discovery Handicap
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mother passed away, he was
robbed of the thrill of being at the
2007 Eclipse Awards Dinner to
accept his first Eclipse Award.
A year earlier, hi ailing mother
succumbed to cancer at the age
of 76 in Peru, just a day after
she finally received permission
to come to the United States for
treatment. The 10 year visa had
expired the year before and the
paperwork had not been completed fast enough to help her.
“The hardest part of my life was
when I lost my mother,” Prado
said.

Prado’s alert actions
saved Barbaro’s life at
the time, yet Prado deferred credit. “No, I think
he saved his life. He’s a
smart horse. I think anybody could have done the
same thing. We’re in the
game and we love our
partners.”
He didn’t have long to dwell on
his grief. Hall of Fame jockey
Jerry Bailey’s retirement in January and an early season injury to
Velazquez left Prado not only the
top rider in New York but in high
demand for the Triple Crown.
Suddenly, Prado was the rider of
three legitimate Kentucky Derby
contenders. The one he chose
to ride was undefeated Barbaro
trained by Michael Matz.
Having won all three starts on
grass, including two stakes,
Barbaro switched to the dirt and
won the Holy Bull Stakes, then

the Florida Derby thanks to a
flawless ride by Prado, as Barbaro became the first horse to win
form the 10 post at Gulfstream
Park in months.

Matz decided to train Barbaro up
to the Kentucky Derby, and Barbaro was magnificent, taking the
Run for the Roses by 6.5 lengths.
“I knew at the three-sixteenths
pole he was going to win the
race,” Prado said. “He was cruising along. When I showed him
the stick, he took off. His performance was very impressive that
day. I was encouraging him, but
I wasn’t really beating him up to
get there. I wrapped him up the
last 40 yards.”
Prado had a good reason. His
undefeated Kentucky Derby winner would contest the Preakness
Stakes at Pimlico Race Course
in Baltimore two weeks later, a
grand homecoming to Maryland
for Prado.

As he walked Barbaro back to the
winner’s circle after the Derby,
Prado, typically, kept pointing
attention to his horse not to
himself. Asked why months later,
Prado said, “Because he did more.
I was a very lucky passenger that
day. I was just able to keep him
out of trouble and go along for
the ride.”
Two weeks later, it would be a
much different ride, as Barbaro
suffered a devastating breakdown in the first eighth of a mile
in the Preakness. Prado did a
masterful job of pulling up his
horse out of everyone’s way, but
the ordeal was just beginning.
Barbaro had shattering his right
hind leg, suffering three fractures
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fractures above and below the
ankle, and was hanging on for
life.

“I felt terrible,” Prado said. “I
was really heart-broken. It was
devastating, the whole situation.
Letting people down, especially
a lot of my friends in Maryland.
I was going there with hope of
bringing happiness to all my people over there instead of bringing
a lot of tears and sadness. And
that was the last thing I wanted
to do to a place that really helped
me over the years.

“I was very saddened to see a
true champion like Barbaro end
up his career that way. I could
take defeat anytime, knowing
that I was able to leave and try
another day. But that day, I never
thought of that coming.”

Prado’s alert actions saved Barbaro’s life at the time, yet Prado
deferred credit. “No, I think he
saved his life. He’s a smart horse.
I think anybody could have done
the same thing. We’re in the
game and we love our partners.”
That’s why, when he returned to
ride in New York the day after
the Preakness, he was stunned to
hear several idiotic fans boo him.
“I was a little saddened coming
to New York,” he said. “It’s supposed to be a great place and
they received me like that. It was
a few people and that’s everywhere. I was really very sad. I
was heartbroken. But giving up
is for quitters and I don’t quit.”
Instead, Prado won the Belmont
Summer Meet and the Saratoga
Meet despite competing in quite
possibly the deepest jockey
colony in decades, and tied for

the Belmont Fall Meet.

His success is not by accident.
“Edgar is a very hard working
rider in the morning,” Ward said.
“He’s an extremely skilled rider
in the afternoon, but part of what
make his skill is that he’s there
in the morning to work horses.
He understands what the benefits are in knowing a horse and
I think that’s what puts him at
the top of the game. Any professional athlete with a strong work
ethic is a top athlete.”

Veteran New York trainer Mike
Hushion had heard of Prado’s
reputation before he moved up
from Maryland in 1999. “He’s a
first-class person,” Hushion said.
“I remember his first year around
here and the reputation he came
from Maryland with, about what
a special, decent guy he was. And
he’s certainly done nothing to
disprove that.”

EDGAR
PRADO
EARNINGS

Hushion was asked why. “Well,
I think he does the same thing –
it’s an old line, but he puts everything in a position where they
can win if they’re good enough,”
Hushion said. “Jerry (Bailey) did
it as good as anybody that ever
was and Edgar does the exact
same thing. He doesn’t get overexcited. He doesn’t go into any
race with any negatives, either,
and I kind of like that about him.
All he does is take care of business, race after race.”

That is why he was able to record
his 5,000th career victory on
Dot Comma in the Swale Stakes
at Gulfstream Park, March 13th
2004, not long after he won the
George Woolf Memorial Jockey
Award in 2003.
The Hall of Fame did celebrate
him, inducting him on August
3rd, 2008, and on that proud
morning he was inducted, maybe
thinking of Barbaro, who was

euthanized January 29th, 2007,
won’t hurt so much. “The worst
thing is that nobody saw his
best,” Prado said.
Everybody has seen Prado’s best.
On the track and off. BH
Hall of Fame jockey Edgar Prado
will be signing the just-released
paperback edition of his book ‘My
Guy Barbaro’, on Belmont Stakes
Day, Saturday, June 6.
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(1) It seems to me that we have

The Humble Lie

By TDSM on Sports: A Pointed View

“During the 2014 Winter Olympics, I noticed
a tendency of Canadian commentators to describe Canadian athletes of a humble disposition as ‘typical Canadian.’ This annoys me for
two reasons... “
International Horse Racing Digest

helped ourselves to this favourable designation by virtue of how
American media (movies, TVs,
journalists) tend to refer to us.
The official cartoon analysis of
Canadians by Americans is that we
are humble, polite, and reserved
(which delights me as a Canadian because I value those traits);
however, while I’m pleased for our
country to be complimented by
our neighbours in this fashion, I
think that it is problematic for us
to assume its accuracy, given that
it’s just one country’s subjective
and generalized assessment of
traits they have witnessed through
binoculars.
(2) More importantly, I loathe
the Canadian pundits’ description of Canadian athletes who are
polite and humble as “typically
Canadian” because it is conceited
for us to describe ourselves by
such terms. In fact, I notice that
the Canadian pundit description
of Canadian athletes as examples
of typical Canadian humility has
become a stepping stone for the
same athletes to identify themselves by these complimentary

terms, which, in turn, undermines
the accuracy of the humble designation. A truly humble person,
after all, would not boast that
they are humble (as I’ve recently
learned from Uriah Heep in my
reading of Charles Dickens’s David
Copperfield).
This bragging about humility
worries me because, as the selfcelebration movement continues
to dominate Canadian schools
(where students are assured of
their awesomeness regardless of
achievement), I fear that Canadians’ reputed modesty will increasingly become a designation in
name only.

After Canada’s impressive 2014
Winter Olympic medal collection,
Sportsnet offered up a video essay by one of their pundits, Arash
Madani, who indicated that the
equally prolific Canadian work
done at the 2010 Vancouver games
had “changed us” (apparently, by
his reverent voice when noting it,
for the better). While serenaded
by uplifting music, he proclaimed
that we now felt okay about going beyond our “typical Canadian”
humility and “beating our chests a
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“This bragging about
humility worries me
because, as the selfcelebration movement
continues to dominate Canadian schools
(where students are
assured of their awesomeness regardless
of achievement), I
fear that Canadians’
reputed modesty will
increasingly become
a designation in name
only.”
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little” when our athletes climbed a podium. I think
that Madani might be confusing the cheering for
athletes with the boasting about them (which isn’t
necessarily the same thing); however, the fact that
he, and other pundits, are complimenting Canadian fans for being more cocky worries me. While
Canadian pundits seem to take pride in Canadian
humility, they also apparently take pride in Canadians taking pride (in our athletes). We can’t lose. We
either get to celebrate ourselves for being modest,
or celebrate ourselves for learning to appreciate
ourselves more.

In short, I wonder how long the perception of Canadian humility (that we seem to enjoy) will continue
if we do not nurture it with behaviours to match.
P.S. If you’re skeptical of my complaint that there
is a trend within Canadian media to boast about
Canadian humility and manners, while simultaneously celebrating Canadians for building their
self-esteem, keep an eye out for a Canadian coffee
commercial with the following script:
FEMALE VOICE A: Welcome to Canada.
MALE VOICE A: Canadians are so nice.
FEMALE VOICE B: So polite.
CANADIAN GEESE: Sorry… sorry… sorry… sorry…
sorry… sorry… sor–
FEMALE VOICE C (above an image of Canadian citizenship ceremony): So welcoming.
MALE VOICE B: We’re definitely not confrontational.
MALE VOICE C: But we don’t let anyone push us
around.
MALE VOICE D: You throw the first punch…
MALE VOICE E: We will drop the gloves. Oh yeah.
FEMALE VOICE D: I’d say we’re brave.
KIDS VOICE A: We’re confident with who we are.
MALE VOICE F: We’re unapologetic.
FEMALE VOICE E: Unless we’ve done something
wrong, then we will apologize.
KID VOICE B: Canada rules!
MALE VOICE G: We grind it out.
MALE VOICE H: We go for it!
WOMAN IN CAR (driving under overpass with “Go
Canada banner”): Awesome!
MALE VOICE I: We totally rock this nation.
FEMALE VOICE F: In Canada, we love what we love.
MALE VOICE J: And we don’t care who agrees, or
disagrees.

MALE VOICE K: Especially when it comes to coffee.
MALE VOICE L: We like ours…
CUSTOMER A: Good…
CUSTOMER B: Honest…
CUSTOMER C: And simple.
CUSTOMER D: Thank you very much.
FEMALE VOICE G: This is our Canada.
MALE VOICE M: And this… this is our coffee.
TITLE CARD: Our Canada. Tim Hortons Logo. Our
coffee.

In sixty seconds, Mr. Hortons manages to mix equal
parts boasting about our gentle nature with bragging about our other (alleged) good qualities. I
couldn’t have satirized the state of media affairs
better, myself. I realize that Canadians shouldn’t
necessarily be responsible for how an advertiser
depicts our collective state of mind, but generally,
I think, advertisers are attempting to tell us what
they’re confident we want to hear about ourselves.
I hope they’re wrong: I hope we’re no so easily manipulated by our egos. TDSM
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